its compensatory mechanisms, and vertebral column injuries.
The illustrations are well chosen and generous in number. The quaEty of reproduction is uniformly excellent with a wealth of minute detail. This is partly due to the positive print of illustrations to which the American and English reader is not accustomed.
The book did not suffer from translationand for this full credit has to be given to William H. Shehadi who has also undertaken some editing which was noted when vhe revievver compared the German and American Editions.
This volume is an outstanding and welcome addition to neuroradiological literature. It should be however noted, that its primary purpose is not that of a textbook but rather that of a reference book for the correlation of clinical conditions with neuroradiological findings. With this qualification in mind the volume is highly recommended to all who are concerned with neurological sciences.
Ottawa, Ontario. Personal experiences in many cultural areas and numerous studies make the author one of the best qualified to present the problems of Ethno-Psychiatry. He has offered us an exhaustive and critical review of the literature accumulated in the last few decades. Dr. Ellenberger's work is a part of the Medical Surgical Encyclopedia edited in France, and as such can hardly be presented in detail. All we can do is to try to encourage the readers of this encyclopedia to go back to this excellent monograph themselves.
The first theoretical part presents the definition of Eohno-Psychiatry, which is the discipline looking upon mental disturbances in connection with ethnic and cultural groups to which the patient belongs. By making such a definition, the psychiatry we are talking about is a result of a united effort of many different special disciplines, including psychiatry itself. It represents a crossroad between medicine, general anthropology and sociology. It sets more or less clear goals and aims. It must be said, however, that it is still mostly a field which does not belong to psychiatry in the strictest sense of the word. Excellent observers of life in general can add substantial new knowledge to it. It must be said right away that Doctor Ellenberger has done so in his description of the 'Putzwut', (cleansing madness), a term which has been internationally accepted. It is worthwhile to mention that the second part of this monograph, which contains clinical and descriptive findings, shows that the psychiatrist is entering this field more and more vigorously. In doing so, new roads and new hopes are shaping up in front of us. It adds positively to the optimism, that 'by manipulating, to some extent, cultural and socio-economic factors, we may influence the status of mental health'. We are all inclined to be impressed and over influenced by these new possibilities and it is as if that is what psychiatrists are looking for while devoting their time and energy to Ethno-Psychiatry.
If we need an introduction and an informed teacher, then the contribution of Dr. Ellenberger to the French Encyclopedia is most reliable and, as such, is most welcomed. We may hope and look forward to an English translation of it. D. PI~ICKI, M.D.
Montreal 2, P.Q.
